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CONPIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 2516 
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SUBJECT: SALVADORAN PRIEST DETAINED AND BRUTALIZED 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 2404 

1. REFTEL DESCRIBED THE GOES SECURITY SERVICE OPERATION IN AND 
AROUND THE TOWN OP AGUILARES ON MAY 19 WHICH RESULTED IN AT 
LEAST SEVEN DEAD, AND THREE POREIGN PRIESTS EXPELLED PROM THE 
COUNTRY. A SALVADORAN PRIEST, VICTOR GUEVARA SIGUENZA, WAS 
ARRESTED BY THE NATIONAL GUARD DURING THE ROUNDUP AND 
SEARCH. HIS DETENTION AND RELEASE WERE FIRST MADE PUBLIC 

BY A NATIONAL GUARD HANDOUT ISSUED ON MAY 23. 

IT DESCRIBED GUEVARA SIGUENZA AS HAVING NOT IDENTIPIED HIMSELF 
AS A PRIEST, ACTING SUSPICIOUS, AND BEING NEAR THE HOUSE 
WHICH THE GUARD CLAIMED WAS AN PPL SAFEHOUSE. 

2. THE PRIEST RELEASED A LETTER TO THE MEDIA ON MAY 24 
EXPLAINING HIS SIDE OF THE ARREST. GUEVARA SIGUENZA 
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STATED THAT THE AGENTS WHO ARRESTED HIM WERE FULLY AWARE HE 
WAS A PRIEST. HE CHARGED THAT HE HAD BEEN BADLY 
MISTREATED IN DETENTION,SUFPERING BOTH SEVERE PHYSICAL BLOWS 
AND OFPENSIVE VERBAL HARRASSMENT. 

3. COMMENT. THE PAPAL NUNCIO, NORMALLY WILLING TO 
GIVE THE GOES EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO RATIONALIZE ITS 
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BEHAVIOR AGAINST THE CHURCH, TOLD THE AMBASSADOR AND 
DCM THAT WHAT THE GUARD DID TO THIS PRIEST QUOTE 
WENT BEYOND SADISM END QUOTE. ON THE AMBASSADOR'S 
DEPARTURE CALL ON ARCHBISHOP ROMERO, THE LATTER 
CONEIRMED THAT GUEVARA SIGUENZA HAD RECEIVED A HARSH 
PHYSICAL BEATING RESULTING IN MULTIPLE BRUISES ON HIS 
BODY, AND HAD BEEN SUBJECTED TO HUMILIATING NON- 
CORPORAL ABUSE. UNLIKE THE EAMOUS ALAS BROTHERS, TWO 
SALVADORAN PRIESTS WHOSE NAMES ARE SYNONOMOUS WITH 
"RADICAL AGITATORS ' IN THE GOES EYES AND WHO ELED THE 
COUNTRY ON MAY 25, GUEVARA SIGUENZA PLANS TO REMAIN IN 
COUNTRY. HE WILL BE TRANSFERRED EROM THE NORTH CENTRAL 
PART OF THE COUNTRY TO A NEW, PRESUMABLY SAEER PARISH. 

4. THE ARCHBISHOP ALSO EXPRESSED HIS APPRECIATION EOR 
THE SUPPORT OP THE AMBASSADOR AND EMBASSY IN HIS 
RECENT EPPORTS TO PROTECT THE HUMAN RIGHTS OP HUX 
PRIESTS. THE AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED THANKS AND HIS 
CONVICTION THAT HIS SUCCESSOR AND THE REST OF THE 
EMBASSY WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY CARRY ON THE SAME POSTURE. 
LOZANO 
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